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[ED LEPPELIN'S
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alive homage to his father’s band that he
began touring with in 2010.
Zep fans do have other choices, however

— thousands of them, in fact — in the pleth-
ora of Led Zeppelin tribute bands that have
operated since the original group called it
quits in 1980. As it is with outfits that cover
the Beatles or Kiss, these groups invariably
go by song titles — there’s No Quarter, Black
Dog, the Song Remains the Same, etc. — and
while there have been some gimmick pre-
sentations (most notably Dread Zeppelin,

in which the band’s songs are performed
reggae style and sung by a 300-pound Las
Vegas Elvis impersonator), for the most
part, Zep tribute acts aim for astonish-

ing verisimilitude, with members cast not
only for their musical ability but also their

resemblance to their heroes.

“It sounds so cocky to say that your band
isthe best, but I will say that I like what we
do,” says guitarist Andy Urban, the “Jimmy
Page” of the New York-based Kashmir. “We
do avery authentic live Led Zeppelin show,
and we try to play the roles of the individ-
ual members. You’re probably never going
tosee the real Led Zeppelin again, butif you
come to a Kashmir show, you’re going to se€
Something pretty close.”

Paul Kamp, who portrays Page in the
Chicago-based Led Zeppelin 2, admits that
some fans are skeptical when they come
tosee his band — and he gets it, too- “Peo-
ple are very precious when it comes t0 Ze'p—
pPelin,” he says. “Hell, I'm precious when it
comes to them. I love Zeppelin more than
Lcan say. So I know that fans are Pmbably
thi“kil’lg, “There’s no way these guys ¢al!
Pull this off. Tt's natural. But after the show
they always tell me, ‘Wow, you guys o
AMazing. You look like Zeppelin, you i

ke them — ’m knocked out!” S
Nextto Lez Zeppelin, the San Francs

e I'm being the part of me that ed
Zeppelin and worships Jimmy Page. And
that’s awesome.”

Which Zeppelin album or song was the
one that started it all for you?
GRETCHEN MENN: One of my friends in
eighth grade was obsessed with “Stairway
to Heaven.” She played it for me, and
honestly, I was like, “Eh.” It got cooler as
it went along, and eventually I came to
love it. But when I heard “When the Levee
Breaks,” I got goosebumps. That just nailed
me on Zeppelin.

ANDY URBAN: “How Many More Times.”
I was fascinated by Jimmy’s use of the vio-
lin bow. I got a Les Paul Standard and dove
right in. I went right for Zeppelin’s first
album and Led Zeppelin IT, and I just fol-
lowed along from there.

pAUL KAaMP: I dug the firstalbum. One
of my cousins had it in his record collec-
tion, and the minute I heard “Good Times
Bad Times,” I was like, “Wow, this is good
stuff.” And then I found out that it was all
good stuff! [laughs]

What was the first Zeppelin song you
mastered on the guitar?

MENN: “Mastered” is a strong word. Can
you ever really master a song? I would say
«The Rover” was the first one I really sat
down and learned. I kind of learned “Black
Dog,” but I mostly got the riff. “The Rover”
was the one that I poured over.

« amMP: When I was pretty young; I lcarned
how to play «That’s the Way” and “Going to
California.” And then I learned “Bron-Yr-
Aur,” the acoustic instrum.enml on
Pphysical Graffiti.1 figured it out note for
no.tc. I even played it at my \.VCddmg, when
my wife walked down the L.usle_

uRBAN: Same song I mentioned before —

‘What special considerations are there for
forming a Zeppelin tribute band? How do
you pick each member?

MENN: It’s like looking for a needle in a hay-
stack. Not only do you have to find somebody
who is totally committed to their instru-
ment, but you also have to find somebody
who is committed to Led Zeppelin. Anybody
who hasn’t played their music doesn’t have
an appreciation for the level of nuance and
unpredictability it can provide.

KAMP: I would honestly say that playing
well is our main criteria. Looking the part
does come into play. But mainly, you have

to be a great player. All of our guys have jobs
and do other things. One of the biggest
considerations is being able to manage your
schedule and being ready to travel when we
need to.

URBAN: First off, you have to have a solid
drummer and bass player. Our bassist also
plays keyboards and mandolin. Then you
need a singer who can sing and look like
Robert Plant. And, I guess, you need a guy

like me — somebody who has Jimmy’s whole
thing. But you also need people who can

set their egos aside. Our fans aren’t there to
see Andy Urban; they’re there to see Andy
Urban’s representation of Jimmy Page.

How much research did you do wheniit
comes to guitars and gear?

URBAN: I'm a Jimmy Page and guitar nut.
When I got the gig, T read every Guitar
World and Guitar Player magazine to do my
research. I had a Les Paul, and over time I
added a Danelectro and a double neck. One
of the coolest parts about this gig was learn-
ing how to play a theremin. I had to start
out with “Mary Had a Little Lamb” before 1
could try Jimmy’s stuff.

MENN: [ knew I needed to use a Les Paul,
and you didn’t really have to twist my arm
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to get one. In terms of other stuff, I do have
an old Marshall, and that was my main amp
for a long time, but now I have a Two-Rock
that sou;ds exactly the way it should for this
gig. I've got an old TubePlex tape echo, but
it’s huge. We load our own gear, and I'm not

going to subject that to the rigors of the road.

I've got the Les Paul, the dou-
ble-neck SG and the Danelectro. Putting
together gear has been a slow process. I've
learned how to tweak Marshall heads to
give them more of a vintage sound. I got
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really lucky: A fan
sentme a Telecaster
body like Page had
back in the day _

it was painted like a
dragon or Something. 1
putit together with 3
sounds great.

Kashmir Buitarist
Andy Urban

haneck, ang i

Ppelinson

S
livez = YOoUrbands

just can’t Pull off

>: There’s S
salot of songs that they didn’t

play. Among the harder ones, we did f
out a way to do “When the‘Levee Breaks
There are definitely two different guitar
tracks running through that one. Ilearned
how to fret and play with aslide — it's pretty
hard. If there is song tha.t Idon’t ?hink we
play very well it's “Fool in the Rain,” and
for some reason, everybody requests that
one. [laughs] We’ve never done “All of My
Love,” either.
URBAN: We stay away from songs that Zep-
pelin never played live. Plus, there’s some
things that have a lot of orchestration on
them, so we don’t go for them. Other than
that, we do most of the catalog. There’sso
many songs in our repertoire. No show s
ever alike.
MENN: There are certain songs thatare
tricky because of guitar changes and tun-
ings. We did “Dancing Days” for a while,
but we retired it because I had to havea
slide on my finger the entire time. I would
love to play “The Wanton Song,” but I think
it's alittle obscure for most audiences.
“We've always played the deep-
estof the deep cuts. We do things like “In
the Light” — 1 don’t know how many Zep-
Pelin cover bands do that one. Some things
we play true to the studio versions, but the
highlights of our live show are when we'ré
flying by the seat of our pants on “Dazed
and Confysed» or “Achilles’ Last Stand.”

Overall, which son
response?

You know
to Heavep »

g gets the best crowd

the answer: “Stairway
[Ia“ghs] C’mon, that’s ano-
tswhata ot of people come®
do it earlier in our show, an¢

; { s When we really con
nect with the audience

MENN: F i -
‘ Funnily ¢enough, we don’t do “Stalf
way to Hc;l\'cn ?

"We leave th: yne sacred
SO we wop’ e that

tplayit. ppy alittle biased, but!




Zepparella [from left]:
Gretchen Menn,

Holly West, Clementin
and Anna Kristina

think “Dazed and Confused” gets the best
response. As a guitarist, I just love playing
that one. It's got everything, and our version
canrun as long as 20 minutes. “Moby Dick,”
too. Our drummer goes nuts on it, and the
crowd just freaks out.

URBAN: “Kashmir” is a huge one, but we
usually save that till last. We have a laser
show, so we go crazy with that when we

play “Kashmir.” The crowd loves it.

Have you ever checked out the
Competition?

MENN: Not really. Not because I haven’t
wanted to, but it’s hard when you're play-
Ing your own gigs and you're traveling. I'm
never in the same city as the other bands.
I'msure there’s some great ones.

I would like to, but I'm too busy- I
play 40 weekends a year, so it’s hard to get
outtoreally see all the bands.

I went to see Get the Led Outn
g ago, and 1 enjoyed them. The way they

| f L =314
oitis so different from what we do. They
_with different
i them.

ot too

T
play

the studio versions more
( 2 . 3 P
Verdub parts and everything. | likec
cides to beingina Led

tribute band?

Mostly no. I love being able todo

; > 0.
and [ really appreciate how well wé d

MAKGMAGE"S TIBUTE

“Gretchen Menn and |
have worked together

a lot, and the Zeppar-
ella promo shoot was
very relaxed. Clearly the
studio was full of rabid
Led Zeppelin fans, myself
included, so when she
grabbed a folding chair,
said, “Hey, check this out”
and struck the whiskey-
chugging pose, it was
instantly recognizable
and we were all laughing
about it. But then, very
quickly, everyone got into
the positions from that
famous [Led Zeppelin]
photograph, and I just
moved a couple light
booms and a table and
then shot a few frames.
The whole thing probably
took 10 minutes and I just
love the shot. Cheers to
Neal Preston for being so
brilliant and inspiring our
tribute photo!”

_Max Crace,
IHOXCHJC(’.CO")

To play Jimmy Page in a Led Zeppelin trib-
ute band that sells a lot of tickets and gets
to play in big venues — it’s incredible. The
only downside is traveling, being away from
my wife and kids. There are times when I'd
like to play in a blues trio or something, just
loose and jam. But overall, I'm pretty happy
doing this. I get to play great music, and
people appreciate it.

URBAN: [ can’t see any downsides. I don’t
have a huge ego, and I can admit I'm not a
great songwriter. It’s an honor to do what

I do. Jimmy Page is the best guitarist ever,
and he wrote the best songs. It’s a thrill to
play his music in front of people.

Zeppelin isn’t getting back together, so
we’re out there representing them.

MENN: You know, you pick up astick, you
get both ends. Nothing is uniformly good or
bad. It’s so terrible to complain about some-
thing that’s such an inherently good thing.
It’s funny sometimes: We mostly have fans
who are appreciative of what we do — they
can’t see Zeppelin, so they come to see us.
Once in a while, somebody sa dare
you recreate somebody else i

is weird. Did people say that to classical
musicians playing Bach? I don’t think so, so
why should Zeppelin be any different? Peo-
ple want to experience this music live. They
need it. We're happy to give it to them. G0
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